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Game Objective

Be the first to get rid of all your cards by placing trash cards in the appropriate bins or using
special wild cards strategically. If other players want to continue, they can play for second,
third, etc., or start a new game.

Recommended Number of Players
« Minimum: 3 players — This ensures enough interaction with wild cards and strategic
plays.
« Maximum: 6 players — With 6 players, there will be enough wild card usage and player
interaction to keep the game dynamic, while avoiding overcrowding in the bins.

Card Types

Trash Cards:

150 cards, divided equally among the 5 categories (30 each for Paper, General Waste,
Glass, Plastic & Aluminum, Organic Waste).
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Wild Cards:

o Empty the Bin (15): Play them when one of the bins has reached the limit and is full
with trash. You can play this card on any bin that is full and with this move you
change the bin also. This card CANNOT be used on a bin that is not full.

o Change the Bin (20): Switch to another bin category of your choice.

o Take +2 (10): The next player must draw 2 cards before their turn.

o Switch Cards (2): All players swap their hands with the next player in the playing
order.

o Change Direction (3): Reverse the play direction.
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Bin Limits
Bin limit is 5 trash cards (consider testing a 7-card limit with more players). Then, it needs to
be emptied before anyone else can put a card.

Adjustments for Player Count
« 3-4 Players: Use the standard bin limit of 5 cards per bin.
« 5-6 Players: Increase the bin limit to 7 cards per bin to maintain game flow and allow for
enough turns before bins fill up.

Game Setup

1.Card Distribution: Each player receives 7 cards at the beginning of the game.

2.Bin Placement: Arrange the 5 bin cards vertically on the board. Trash cards for each
category will be placed next to their respective bins until they reach a set limit:

« Bin Limit: 5 cards per bin for 3-4 players. For 5-6 players, consider increasing the bin limit
to 7 cards per bin to maintain game flow.

3.Initial Bin Selection: Draw the first card from the deck and place it face-up in the middle.
This card sets the initial active bin category and occupies one slot in that bin.

How to Play
1.Match the Bin: If you have a trash card that matches the active bin category, place it in
that bin.
2.1f You Don’t Have a Matching Card, You have several options:
o Draw from the Deck: Pick a card from the deck. If it matches the active bin, you can
place it in the bin immediately. If it’s a wild card, you may also play it right away.
o Play a "Change the Bin" Card: Use this card to change the current bin category to
another (e.g., switch from Paper to Glass if you have a Glass card to play).
o Play an "Empty the Bin" Card: If the current bin is full, use this card to empty it and
change to a new bin category.
o Play Any Wild Card: You can use any wild card on your turn, such as +2, Change
Direction, or Switch Cards.
3.Special Rule for Wild Cards Drawn from the Deck:
o If you draw a wild card from the deck you may play it immediately.

Winning the Game:
« The first player to discard all their cards wins the game.
« The game can continue for the remaining places if players wish.

Additional Notes

» Using the +2 Card: When a player plays a +2 card, the next player must draw 2 cards
from the deck before taking their turn.

» Recycling Played Cards: After a card is played, it goes back into the deck for reshuffling.
The only exception is the Switch Cards—once played, they are permanently removed
from the game.

« Playing After Wild Cards:

o After "Empty the Bin": Once you play an Empty the Bin card, you may immediately
discard one trash card for the emptied bin category.

o After "Change the Bin": When you play a Change the Bin card, you can immediately
discard a trash card for the new bin category selected.
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The Ecotopia game was created by Get Involved (Bulgaria) and Eventures
(Greece) as part of the project KA210-YOU - Small-scale partnerships in
youth, co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme.

The project aims to promote long-term environmental awareness and
behavior among young people and to develop critical thinking and
creativity on issues of sustainability and the circular economy.
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